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BUCKETFEET EXISTS TO CONNECT PEOPLE THROUGH ART.

Behind each pair of BucketFeet is a person, place, and 

story. This constant drives our mission to connect people 

through art and is what turns every shoe into an instant 

conversation piece.
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WE LAUNCHED BUCKETFEET IN 2011 with one mission, to connect people through art. 

We strongly believe that there are millions of amazing people around the world, but 

we rarely have the chance to learn each other’s stories—that’s something we were 

determined to change. We wanted to create a brand that could bridge gaps and bring 

people together. A brand where every product is designed by a different artist from around the 

world. A brand that not only makes great shoes, but has a real person, place, and story behind 

each of those shoes. BucketFeet is that brand and art is our universal language.

Today, our artist community includes more than 25,000 people from over 150 countries. Our 

artists drive our creative process while simultaneously providing a window into the world in 

which they live. Each artist has a unique style and story which allows our customers to express 

themselves in an individual way. BucketFeet is more than just a shoe brand, it’s a movement. 

Never stop creating,

Aaron & Raaja

A LETTER FROM THE FOUNDERS

THE FW16 COLLECTION
See the latest line of BucketFeet, as modeled

by a diverse range of trailblazing creators.

THE ARTIST NETWORK
With over 25,000 artists in our network, the global 

BucketFeet movement is just beginning.

BUCKETFEET  X  VIRGIN HOTELS
Get a glimpse into street artist  

Nina Palomba’s artist-in-residency. 



The FW16 Collection
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ART LIVES EVERYWHERE  
SALUTING CHICAGO’S ARTISTIC TRAILBLAZERS

WE’RE FORTUNATE TO BE ABLE to tap a global community of artists for each of our collections: this diversity leads to shoes that 

represent wholly unique places, people, and stories. While the insight gained from new perspectives is invaluable, it can be all too 

easy to tune out the creative ingenuity of those who fill your daily life. That’s why we ventured within our hometown of Chicago—a 

city with a swell of creative talent just as alive as those in New York City or Los Angeles— finding some of the unheralded city’s best 

and brightest creators to introduce our Fall/Winter Collection. From burgeoning singer-songwriter Eryn Allen Kane to tattoo artist Taka 

Cooper, this cohort represents the larger, expansive force pushing Chicago arts into new frontiers.  

In the spirit of limitless creative possibility, this year we’ve expanded our offerings to include the chukka, blucher high-top, and cap-toe 

styles. New silhouettes mean new ways to wear your allegiance to the creative path. And, as always, BucketFeet shoes are made with 

premium canvas, comfortable insoles with massage bubbles, and top-quality leather and felt—the sort of materials that keep you at 

your best no matter where you go. So, what are you waiting for? Step into your BucketFeet and create something all your own.
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FREQUENCY
ART BY: Maliheh Salari 

WORN BY: Anna Hovet

When designer Anna Hovet launched her eponymous 

fashion line in 2009, she ignited Chicago’s fashion scene 

with her contemporary take on cozy knits. Known as 

“The Queen of Comfort,” Anna weaves her personal style 

into her own designs, which she creates out of a loft in 

Chicago’s West Loop neighborhood.
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POLARIZED
ART BY: Ryan Maluchnik

WORN BY: Brian Willette

As a photographer and founder of Street Dreams 

Magazine, Brian Willette has an knack for capturing the 

unexamined facets of hip-hop’s most misunderstood, 

including T-Pain, Travi$ Scott, and Danny Brown. He’s 

always on the go, capturing architectural shots of Chicago 

and New York—and his look reflects that need to move. 
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VINTAGE POPPY
ART BY: Mercedes Olondriz 

WORN BY: Chichsuan Yang 

A gifted violinist, Chichsuan Yang moved from Taiwan to 

Chicago when she was 15 to hone her musical talents at 

DePaul University. Since then she’s led a life of creative 

duality: contributing to classical orchestras such as 

New Millennium Orchestra of Chicago and The Miami 

Symphony while simultaneously contributing to indie 

acts like Kings of Leon.
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PINEAPPLEADE
ART BY: DJ Lu

WORN BY: Cheryl Pope 

As a sculptor and performance artist, Cheryl Pope has 

amassed an expansive body of work focused on the 

interplay between private and public self. She’s had solo 

exhibitions in Chicago, New York, Milan, Miami, and 

Los Angeles. Juggling multiple projects at once, she 

tackles even more as a trained boxer and fashion design 

professor at the School of the Art Institute of Chicago.  



Fall / Winter 2016    •   The Sketchbook    •   11

The FW16 Collection



The FW16 Collection

12    •   BucketFeet    •    Fall / Winter 2016



Fall / Winter 2016    •   The Sketchbook    •   13

The FW16 Collection

SEE ME, SEE ME 
ART BY: Grahovsky 

WORN BY: Eryn Allen Kane

The Detroit-raised, Chicago-based singer and actress 

Eryn Allen Kane has the kind of flitting, expansive voice 

that will soon place her in the pop canon. With unbridled 

emotion and lyrical ingenuity, the singer-songwriter 

released her impressive LP in early 2016. When she’s not 

in the studio, she flexes her creative range as an actress, 

most recently in Spike Lee’s Chi-raq. 
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TROPICS
ART BY: Taka Cooper 

WORN BY: Taka Cooper

Taka Cooper is a masterful illustrator and tattoo artist, 

creating memorable, if not haunting images of oddball 

characters in his signature style. Heavily influenced by 

his Japanese heritage, he draws on the country’s rich 

artistic history for much of his work. 
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TIGER 
ART BY: Jose Mertz

WORN BY: Saba

Saba, a 20-year-old rapper from Chicago’s West Side, 

is the sort of creator who leaves it all out there: his 

live shows are frenetic, physical displays of rhythmic 

emotion. After a standout guest verse on Chance The 

Rapper’s “Acid Rap,” Saba broke out on his own and is 

now one of the city’s most promising stars. The city 

serves as Saba’s stage, as he moves from studio to 

performance and back again.
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PIECES OF HEAVEN
ART BY: Gabriela Molina 

WORN BY: Gabriela Molina 

A Chicagoan by way of Venezuela, Gabriela Molina is mastering 

color and portrait as an MFA candidate at the School of 

the Art Institute in Chicago. Her creative process, she says, 

involves following her drawing hand where it leads: beginning 

in chaos and ending in clarified unity. She paints, sculpts, 

and collaborates frequently with others in the Chicago art 

scene, leading the community as director and co-curator for 

contemporary pop-up galleries around the city. 
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BIKE MASHUP
ART BY: Zachary Snyder

WORN BY: No Pattern

Chuck— known professionally as No Pattern—is a guy of of 

contradictions. He opted out of college and  yet, through 

his color-saturated photography and design, has attained 

the sort of success every graduate with a BA in Graphic 

Design dreams of. His work has graced the cover of ESPN 

Magazine and the front page of The Wall Street Journal—

with so many projects in motion at once, he still finds time 

to photograph the streets of Chicago, a source of endless 

inspiration for him.  
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CAT SCRATCH 
ART BY: Erin Burke

WORN BY: Erin Burke

When the Paper Source designer Erin Burke isn’t skillfully 

rendering illustrations for the stationery company, she spends 

her time painting offbeat murals, weaving necklaces, and 

designing wedding invitations for her friends. Her art, which 

she creates in her sunny studio space in Ukrainian Village, is 

bright and detail-oriented, just like her personal style. 

The FW16 Collection
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ATMOSPHERIC
ART BY: Aliza Charbonneau 

WORN BY: Julian Gilliam 

Surrounded by his vibrantly painted canvasses, Julian 

Gilliam takes a brief minute off in his Logan Square studio. 

Brief being the key word here, as the consummate 

creator still must make time for his photography and 

full-time position as an Art Director at Havas Worldwide. 

Constantly culling inspiration from his environment, the 

city serves as Gilliam’s creative playground. 



26    •   BucketFeet    •    Fall / Winter 2016

PAMELA GALLEGOS
Peru  •  Graphic Designer

DJ LU
Colombia  •  Street Artist

JOSE MERTZ
Miami, FL  •  Painter

KELSEY ARCHILA
Long Island, NY  •  Illustrator

THE BUCKETFEET ARTIST NETWORK 
A NEW SEASON MEANS ALL NEW ARTISTS

The creative power behind the BucketFeet movement includes all type of artists: painters, graphic designers, graffiti writers, photographers, and more.

115 Different countries are represented 

within the network.25,000 Artists are members of the 

BucketFeet Artist Network. 32 Types of creative professionals are 

active in the network. 
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40 Million social media followers are 

boasted among the artists.250 new artists are registered to  

the network per week.500 Submissions of artwork are received 

per week.

LADISLAS CHACHIGNOT
France  •  Illustrator

ASU CEREN
Turkey  •  Multimedia Artist

KAY SHIMIZU
Japan  •  Digital Artist

IGNATEVA IRINA
Russia  •  Graphic Designer

THE BUCKETFEET ARTIST NETWORK 
A NEW SEASON MEANS ALL NEW ARTISTS

The creative power behind the BucketFeet movement includes all type of artists: painters, graphic designers, graffiti writers, photographers, and more.
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NINA PALOMBA
SHE USHERED IN BUCKETFEET AND VIRGIN HOTEL’S ARTIST-IN-RESIDENCY PROGRAM

PICTURE THIS: A GROUP OF street artists, spraypaint in hand, coloring in the lines of a larger-than-life mural. Now, how many of the 

artists who filled your mind’s eye were women? No one could begrudge you if the answer was zero—it’s an overwhelmingly male-

dominated field—which is just one reason why Nina Palomba is such a fearless, indomitable artist. 

The Los Angeles by way of Chicago artist cut her teeth as one of the Windy City’s few female street muralists, creating fantastical, 

comic-driven work that quickly made Nina a name to know around town. As if growing her avid fan-base wasn’t enough, Nina leveraged 

her popularity to launch her own mural company, aptly named Tiny Tuffy—a nod to the manic, punchy, and color-drenched cartoons 

that populate her work. 



So, when BucketFeet partnered with the Virgin Hotel 

Chicago to create an Artist-In-Residence program, we 

knew Nina was who should inaugurate the initiative. 

Throughout her residency Nina showed four original 

pieces in the Virgin Hotel Commons Club, providing 

Nina with a platform to extend her artistic reach to the 

global citizens who cycle through Chicago. What’s more, 

one of her pieces will become the next BucketFeet shoe, 

elevating her message to new fans from all over the 

world.

Nina is a force to be reckoned with. As an artist and 

adept entrepreneur, she brings such an inspiring energy 

to her work that it’s no surprise her art fits right in at 

the lively, chic Virgin Hotel Chicago and through her 

BucketFeet shoe, will last long after her residency is 

done. 
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Nina Palomba and BucketFeet Co-Founder and Chief Artist celebrate her residency at the launch party. 
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HOW TO BECOME A BUCKETFEET ARTIST


